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Part I: Installation guide 

Step 1: Unzip the extension 

Unzip the file, you should see a new folder called “the-rewrite-web-extension”. 

Step 2: Open Chrome-based Browser and go to 

“Extensions” 

 
 

The Rewrite works only on Chrome-based browsers inc. Chrome, Opera and Brave. Open a 

browser window and go to “Extensions”. 



 

 

Step 3: Install the extension 

 
 

Click on “Developer mode”. 

 

 

 
 

Click on “Load unpacked”. You should see your file manager. Select the folder “the-rewrite-

web-extension”. 

 



 

 

Step 4: Sign up (or log in if you already have an 

account) 

 
The Rewrite extension is built on top of “hypothes.is”, a web extension to annotate the web. 

To use The Rewrite you need to create a hypothesis account—follow the “sign up” link or do 

it here: 

● https://hypothes.is/signup 

 

 

  

https://hypothes.is/signup


 

 

Step 6: pin the extension (optional) 

 
 

The extension is hidden inside the puzzle icon, you can pin it to your browser bar by pinning 

it. 

 

Step 7: Get started 

The Rewrite web extension works best on simple, text-based HTML documents. Our method 

of rewriting is based on collective annotation, and we designed the tool to make this process 

traceable—therefore, the source text shouldn’t change during the process of rewriting. 

See instructions for converting a text into an HTML-document and publishing it on your 

server in the second part of the manual.  

 

     Help! I cannot make it work!      

The Rewrite web extension is experimental, and things can go wrong. If you encounter any 

issue drop an email to Johannes Bruder <johannes.bruder@fhnw.ch> 

 

Please be specific in reporting the problem by telling us: 



 

 

● Steps to reproduce the problem. 

● What you expected to happen. 

● What actually happened. 

 

Any additional information like screenshots can also help. 

 

 

  



 

 

Part II: Prepare a rewrite 

session 

Step 1: Convert a document to HTML 

Converting a document to HTML can be done in a variety of ways: 

● If the document is a Microsoft Word file you can use Word itself to convert it to 

HTML. 

● You can upload the document to Google Drive and then select “File > Download > 

Web Page” 

● If you are familiar with a terminal/command line interface, you can install pandoc, a 

very powerful free and open-source universal document converter. 

Step 2: Publish an HTML document 

After converting your document to HTML, you are ready to upload it. You can publish it 

however you want as long as the HTML document is publicly accessible. For example, you 

can upload it to a university server. GitHub offers free hosting for HTML documents. Let’s 

see how this works! 

Publish an HTML document to GitHub 

To publish to GitHub you need to be invited to the “The Rewrite” GitHub organization. Please 

write to johannes.bruder@fhnw.ch to get an invite, then upload your documents.  

1. Go to https://github.com/the-rewrite/docs 

2. Drag and drop the folder with your document to the page you just opened. 

3. Click “Commit changes” 

4. Wait few minutes 

5. Your page is available on: 

https://the-rewrite.github.io/docs/<name of the uploaded folder> 

  

https://pandoc.org/
https://github.com/the-rewrite
mailto:johannes.bruder@fhnw.ch
https://github.com/the-rewrite/docs


 

 

Example 

 

1. Drag the folder in the “docs” page. 

 
 

2. GitHub should show you a “Drop to upload your files” 

 
 

3. Click “Commit changes” to finalize the upload 



 

 

 
 

The folder is now available at https://the-rewrite.github.io/docs/paris-agreement/ 

 

  

https://the-rewrite.github.io/docs/paris-agreement/


 

 

Step 3: Create a group 

Having your own group makes sense especially if you’re conducting a class or workshop—

you can then invite specific participants and keep the annotation process private for the time 

being.  

 

 
 

To create a group, unfold the dropdown menu on top and select “New private group”. 

 

  



 

 

Step 4: Set the categories 

The extension allows you to define custom rewriting categories (e.g., definition, addition, 

delete, etc.) per document. To set the categories: 

1. Open the document you want to work on, e.g. https://the-rewrite.github.io/docs/paris-

agreement/ 

2. Open the extension. 

3. Create an annotation (it’s not important what you are annotating). 

4. The annotation is prefilled with 5 categories. Change them as you wish. 

5. Click “Post”. 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Overview of the contributions of a user 

To have an overview of the contributions of a user, click on their username or visit the page 

https://hypothes.is/users/<username> 

 

 

 

https://hypothes.is/users/%3cusername
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