
(Un)balance                             Sheet
“Because governance is the annunciation of universal exchange. !e 
exchange through communication of all institutional forms, all forms 
of exchange value with each other is the enunciation of governance. 
!e hospital talks to the prison which talks to the university which 
talks to the NGO which talks to the corporation through governance, 
and not just to each other but about each other. Everybody knows 
everything about our biopolitics. !is is the perfection of democracy 
under the general equivalent. It is also the annunciation of governance 
as the realization of universal exchange on the grounds of capitalism.”  
Moten and Harney, !e Undercommons

“!ere seems to be something singularly captivating in the 
word balance: as if, because any thing is called a balance, it 
must, for that reason, be necessarily good.”  John Stewart Mill

“Every man thus lives by exchanging.”  Adam Smith

“It follows that a person must—in order to act in a normal 
way—be able to shift… between situations which are relevant to 
each form of equivalence. !ese di"erent forms of equivalence 
are formally incompatible with one another since each of them is 
recognized in the situation in which its validity is established is 
universal…the principles of equivalence on which a [justi#catory] 
reality test is based… arrive as orders of worth.”  Luc Boltanski & 
Laurent !évenot, On Justi"cation

What follows is a ledger 
that demonstrates the 
attempts we make to equalize 
incommensurable entities and 
values, to balance and exchange 
di#erences in kind: varied 
orders of worth in increasingly 
disorientating settlements.  

It serves here as a tool, a model 
and cautionary ta(b)le for the 
ordering impulses of making 
strange exchanges, of reasoned 
madness in and beyond the 
Beyond.

Allen & Carver
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