
!e world is too much with us; late and soon,
Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers;
Little we see in Nature that is ours;
We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon!
— Wordsworth

Allen & Carver

Table of (Mis)measures Scale                               Rodrigo Nunes

One of the central 
insights of ecological 
thinking is the idea 
that everything is 
somehow connected to 
everything else. 
But what does that 
have to do with scale? 

We can think through the answer in the 
following way: On the one hand, in order to 
be identi!able as being connected, that is, in 
relation with something else, a thing must 
be su"ciently stable in itself to count as one 
thing; unless there were a relatively constant 
relation among the elements that compose 
that thing (call it “x”), we could not really say 
that it is the thing x that is in relation to y. 
Instead, we would have to say that it is those 
elements, among which no stable relation 
obtains, that are in the process of relating to 
y. (Of course, if that relation itself became 
somehow stabilized, those elements would be 
describable as belonging to the organization 
of y itself, or to a thing z understood as a unit 
composed of y plus that relation.)  


